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As a mom who is in love with my children, I am often

moved to weeping when I see other mothers caring for

children who have extreme ailments and diseases.  But

compassion is not limited to moms.  Senator Daylin

Leach (D) was also stricken with deep compassion

upon such an encounter.  But for him, he was not just

moved to tears, he was moved to action.
 
  “I became involved in this crusade
because I met a woman named Christine
Brann whose son has Dravet's Syndrome,
a very severe form of epilepsy. He was
reacting badly to the drugs he was on.
She had heard about a strain of medical
cannabis being used in Colorado which
showed remarkable results. She
desperately wanted to give her child a
chance to try it, but it was illegal in PA. I
told her I would do everything humanly
possible to get a bill to legalize cannabis
passed”. 
 
That was in 2013 that Christine contacted Senator

Leach.  The Senator representing her district told her

about Senator Leach because he had tried to get some

traction on a Medical Marijuana (MMJ) bill in 

2010.  Her story relit Leach's fire.  He and his team 

 began studying MMJ programs in other states, and he

searched for a Republican co-sponsor for a PA bill.  To

his dismay, the Republicans he asked usually replied

that they hoped he’d get the bill passed, but that they

could not co-sponsor it.  
 
But, one day he received a call from Mike Folmer. 

 Leach had never approached Folmer because he was

“one of the most conservative republicans” in the PA

Senate.  But,  Senator Folmer had been diagnosed with

Non Hodgkin's Lymphoma, a type of cancer.  He had

become aware of the benefits of cannabis with cancer,

and agreed to cosponsor the bill as long as Non

Hodgkin’s Lymphoma was a qualifying condition for a

medical card.  
 
Though it took personal tragedy to move an extremely

“conservative” Republican to join the cannabis cause

publicly, Senator Folmer became an enthusiastic and

ardent advocate for the bill.  Soon, the bill was a

resounding bi-partisan cooperative.  And, when

Governor Wolf signed the bill into law, Wolf remarked,

"This is really a great day for Pennsylvania" and went on

to explain how it showed that Republicans and

Democrats "can work together" and that the

government really can be responsive to people with a

cause. 



After the bill passed, the Senators hosted a conference

where lawmakers from across the country came together

at St. Joes University to discuss the best way to regulate

the bill.  Senator Leach explains, “if a bill is 50 pages, the

regulations could be 2,000 pages, and we wanted to

make sure we really did this right”.  Today, the PA MMJ

program (“though not perfect”) is considered one of the

best in the country.  And, it became one of the fastest

growing programs in the country.  “We’re way ahead of

where we thought we’d be.  We have more patients and

more certified doctors than we thought we’d have at this

point.  The program is going extremely well.  Of course

there are going to be glitches, but we address them and

try to constantly improve the execution of the program”.
 
So was getting the bill passed the end of Daylin’s
Cannabis Crusade?  Not at all.  "There is more
work to be done". First, Senator Leach and his office
are putting pressure on the Department of Health to
finally implement a segment of Act 16 that designates
a portion of the tax income from the MMJ program to
be given to patients in poverty to help subsidize the
expense of legal cannabis, since it is a medicine not
covered by health insurance.  To date, this has not
been executed because the state says that money is
needed to pay a debt incurred in establishing
security protocols (seed to sale tracking software).
But, the first dispensary opened for business in the
first quarter of 2018.  Now, 2 years later, is all that 

money still tied up paying back this debt?  This is an issue

that Daylin and his staff have repeatedly asked the PA

DOH.  If this concerns you, you can contact the

Department of Health, or your locally elected officials and

let them know that you want this portion of Act 16

executed.  
 
There is also a lot of work to be done in regards to Law

enforcement issues. “Some local entities are not entirely

caught up to what the state is doing, and people are still

receiving violations for probation and parole if they test

positive, even if they’re legal patients.  Our office has

helped 30-40 patients across the state, many not even in

my jurisdiction, who are not being allowed to use their

medicine.  And, we’re working with the public defender in

Montgomery County” Senator Leach explained.  His office

is also working with labor unions to educate them on

cannabis, and help them think through how to respond to

their members who have medical cannabis cards.
 
As for workplace concerns, Leach and his office are

seeking to educate employers on the difference between

intoxication and medicating.  He believes that employers

should not be allowed to test for cannabis unless you are

impaired.  If you have symptoms of intoxication, then it

becomes relevant, but otherwise, your medication (or even

“what you do on the weekends”) is none of your

employer’s concern.  “Obviously intoxication on the job is

not acceptable, 
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even with medical use”.  However, most patients figure out

how to dose so that they are functional, not intoxicated.

So, just ‘testing positive’ should not be grounds for firing,

especially because the cannabis stays in someone’s

system for days, long after any high may have been

experienced.   This is a legitimate issue of concern for

employers and employees alike.  Senator Leach is

committed to helping organizations walk through the

process of figuring out how to manage a workplace where

employees may be using cannabis, especially in manual

labor industries, where employees are often using

cannabis to deal with job related pain, instead of opioids.
 
OPIOIDS vs CANNABIS 

Pennsylvania was the first state to put Opioid addiction on

the list of conditions for which someone can receive a

MMJ card.  According to the CDC, there were 70,000 drug

overdose deaths in the U.S. in 2017.  Of those, 47,600

were caused by opioids (both legally prescribed and

illicitly obtained).  And, a large portion of illegal opioid

users became addicted while using a legal prescription. 

 Many people are finding that cannabis does a far

superior job for pain relief than opioids, and with nearly no

negative side effects. And, there is a growing body of

scientific research that shows that cannabis can help

reduce symptoms of opioid withdrawal, for those who are

already using them and want to come off of them.
 
AN "ADULT USE" BILL? 

When I travel around the country, people are always raving

about the Pennsylvania program, so we’re happy we got

that largely right. So, now we’re trying to do the same with

the Adult Use Bill… and we want to make sure that we

transition to an Adult Use program in a way that is fair to

the Medical program and enables it to survive”.
  
So, once again, Senator Leach has been meeting with

people across the country to examine best practices, and

to learn from things that have been done badly so as not

to repeat those mistakes.
 
There are 2 bills seeking support.  House Bill 1899 was

introduced by Pennsylvania Rep. David Delloso, which

suggests that cannabis for adult use, should be sold

through our wine and spirits stores.  Senator Leach does

not think that this would be a good idea.  “It would kill the

possibility of starting a new industry in Pennsylvania.”
 
The other, co-sponsored by Senator Leach, is Senate Bill

350.  This bill has 'robust provisions'  allowing for small

business development and social equity.
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In Leach’s bill, licenses would be issued, more like a

beer distributor, which is a private business instead of a

state run store.  This gives entrepreneurs of all races

and locations across the state, the opportunity to own a

canna-biz, and be innovative in their industry.  
 
Cannabis is not Senator Leach’s only concern.  He is

passionate about environmental and civil rights issues

of all kinds. He has introduced legislation to ban

fracking, which has been destroying PA environments

and causing health issues.  And, he is seeking to

establish both an  anti-discrimination law and a hate

crimes law to protect the LGBTQ community.  At this

point, PA is the only NorthEastern state without such

laws.  Though they exist for race and gender

discrimination, they do not exist on behalf of the LGBTQ

community.  So, if an employer wants to fire someone

for being gay, or a landlord wants to deny housing to

someone who is transgender,  in the state of

Pennsylvania, they still can.
 
But, cannabis issues are, in fact, a major concern for

Daylin because they are at the heart of  many other

large problems, especially justice issues.  “For a variety

of reasons, this is a hugely consequential issue ... We

are losing taxable income that is going to other states,

or feeding an illegal marketplace as long as we don’t

have an adult use bill. We have a mass incarceration

problem which has a lot of cannabis offenders in jail,

who should be given a medical cannabis card instead.  

In fact, arrests are up in the suburbs, since Philly and

Pittsburgh have decriminalized because what someone

can possess in Philly, can be cause for incarceration if

they leave city limits."
 
Leach’s office has hosted expungement clinics for other

topics, but will also host them for cannabis related

issues, as soon as an Adult Use bill is passed.  Other

states with Adult Use laws in place have begun

expungement programs for cannabis offenders.  But, in

Senator Leach’s opinion, the proposition for

expungement in the Pennsylvania Adult Use Bill, is the

most aggressive in the country.  Other states allow

people to request expungement through a legal

process, but it can be expensive because it requires a

lawyer to do so.  But Senate Bill 350 puts the burden of

responsibility on the District Attorneys to go back

through their cases and take the lead on expungement.  

This will save people from having to hire lawyers to get

their records cleared.

Overall, what impresses me about Senator Leach is

that he is not a disconnected politician who talks one

thing and lives another.  He does not just talk about

justice issues, he genuinely cares about them - so

much so that he helps people who don’t even live in his

district; He helps people who cannot even vote for him.

 His crusade for cannabis that started with his

conversation with 1 mom in pain over her child.  He  has

helped people fight the courts on cannabis convictions

who live across the state, and he is pushing for 

 legislature to save our environment and help people

whose health is being affected half way across the

state.  He fights for civil rights of all kinds: women’s

rights (especially in the work place), race rights, LGBTQ

rights … if you’re a human, he cares that you’re treated

fairly and with respect.  And, in fact, he cares that our

animals are treated humanely as well. 

He is easy to talk with, empathetic,
relatable, funny, and
compassionate.  And, I for one, am
glad he is in office.  Leaders like
Senator Leach give me hope
that not all politicians are duplicitous and self

absorbed.  There are some good ones who still care

about us not just to get a vote, but because they

actually, genuinely care.
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